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THE PHILIP RODGERS STORY 

At the Northern Earth Mysteries Moot at Chesterfield last year, 
Philip Heselton gave a review of the life of Philip Rodgers of 
Grindleford. He had very weak sight, which deteriorated to blindness, 
but this was counteracted by acute hearing ru1d perfect pitch. He was 
an expert musician and recorder player, performing on Irish and Dutch 
radio, and was a music teacher. It is, however, for his mysterious 
tape recordings that he is best known. He picked up a series of 
sounds and voices that he thought were from space people, and he 
interpreted them in that context. 

He was born in 1916 of musical parents (his mother an early radio 
singer and his father a choirmaster in Sheffield). He was a kind 
person who perhaps trusted people too much. When young he was sent to 
a Swiss Rudolf Steiner clinic for his poor sight, and his interest in 
anthroposophy remained. During the war he ran musical appreciation 
classes for the troops, and the composer Malcolm Arnold wrote a piece 
dedicated to him.

· 

In 1956 he read "Inside the Space Ships" by George Adamski, and 
was determined to find the truth of it. Two weeks after finishing it 
he had a hunch to climb nearby Sir William Hill. Reaching the four 
hundred foot summit he saw nothing, but when descending he saw a 
pinpoint of light pulsating red-white-blue, which he described as a 

cosmic opthalmoscope... It must have been bright, for his sight was 
too poor to see stars. On 5th January 1957 he again had a hunch to 
climb the hill, felt excitement on the return journey and saw a light 
above road level that changed from white to red, then sped off. 
Various others had seen UFOs in the area at that time. 

From then on he had many trips up the hill with sightings, but 

when he told his friends they said, "You're no good as a witness, your 

sight is too bad!" After this, and another display of lights one 

night, he heard a loud metallic note changing in intensity but not 

pitch. Then, after a trip to Holland, he heard the "singing discs" 

sweet, silvery notes with no doppler effect. He identified the notes 

as F sharp and C sharp. Once when alighting from a bus he was "paced" 

by these tones, first coming from one side then the other, but he saw 

nothing. On returning home he heard an "ecstatic chorus with the air 

full of noises". These occurrences continued on other nights, ·even 

with the occasional melody and into the he�rt of Sheffield, but his 

friends said, "You're no good as a witness, your hearing is too good!" 

It was not till 24th November, 1957 that he tried to record the 
noises, with the microphone on the outer window sill facing east. He 
heard a loud top C, rewound the tape and was relieved to find it had 
recorded a double rising fundamental note with "difference tones" 
that no earthly instrument produces. 

Others have received "electronic voice phenomena" and suggested 
an origin in the spirit world, but Philip felt that his voices were 
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from space. He made several hundred recordings, some very faint but 
others quite clear. He used a moving coil microphone set on an 
east-facing windowsill with both sashes open. Each tape had the date 
and time of recording on it. He usually used the 24-hour clock but 
once forgot and a voice corrected him. Another indicated that the 
people were listening to music from the radio as there was silence 
during the broadcast, then a babble of voices. The term space was 
often used. The recordings would only come if Philip was in the 
building and awake. 

He had a visit from Alan Whicker of the "Tonight" programme and 
was on T.V. in 1958. The engineers tried an experiment with their 
equipment, and found that when their microphone was near Philip's it 
picked up the voices, but when far away it did not. Philip suggested 
a narrow beam might be involved. From 1960 onwards, the recordings 
died out. 

In conclusion, the recordings included sounds, music and human 
voices - no actual new information seemed to be given, but the people 
seemed warm and friendly. The B.B.C. foreign language centre at 
Caversham could not identify the language. The music was all unknown 
to Philip. 

The other aspect of his life did, in fact, yield information, 
however - thought communication. Through it he built a "yonakaler" 
device with many different parts (crystals etc) - a great feat for a 
nearly blind man. It was the size of an orange with a thumb piece. 
It was for communication, but he also noticed that it was warm to hold 
and sometimes flipped itself over. He built a variation for warming 
the body (which also had healing effects), and even one which was a 
model flying saucer, which seemed to cause a whirlwind when activated. 

Tony Wedd and Philip wanted to market the roswinga heating device 
as "Wenceslas Boots", but this did not happen. But the thought 
communication was received that the energy was identical to that known 
as prana, ch'i and orgone, and that shape, number, proportion and 
aesthetic beauty were impor1;ant. 

Towards the end of his life he claimed personal contact with 
space people and the speaker had in fact met two of the individuals 
with him. He is not sure what to make of this, but feels sure that if 
a hoax was perpetrated, it was not by Philip. He was an honest, open 
character, but may possibly have been fooled. He was chairman of the 
STAR Fellowship. 

·****************************************************** 

MEMORIES OF PHILIP RODGERS 

by Tony Wedd 

I was visiting Philip Rodgers in February, 1960, and at a request 
from Winifred Graville (who did automatic writing as her method of 
contacting the Space People), took him up on to Edale Moor so that 
they could conduct some kind of experiment. Philip was blind, the 
climb was stiff, and we arrived at the hilltop eyrie very exhausted. 
He played the recorder, I went to sleep. In the afternoon of the 
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following day we phoned Winifred, and at the time she was doing her 
automatic writing. It was a memorable phone call, even if only for 
managing a 3-hour conversation at the price of a local call. First we 
were congratulated on the success of the experiment. Then Philip had 
some advice on the construction of his "Yonskaler", then I was asked 
to oblige the space people by taking up a communication link, 
telepathically, sitting quietly in the same place at the same time, 
then the talk ranged over the various machines used for achieving 
better results in communications. 

1959 was to have been the year of the Chiding Day, a sort of 
festival concerned with space travel and space people, with George 
Adamski speaking from the Chiding Stone as the climax. He didn't want 
to oblige, but I had contacted Philip Rodgers, and his acceptance was 
the beginning of a long friendship that only came to an end when we 
left England in 1970. Together we began the construction of the 
"Coffoostyn" coffee pot, which was to have been operated by free 
energy, set into motion by putting the lid on top of the flask. We 
had read something of the sort in the sto�y of an American contactee 
Reinhold Schmidt, who had been on board a space ship and seen one in 
use. 

We made a number of mistakes in our first prototype, and after a 
visit to the Rodgers home, I made some modifications to the gadget, 
but it still failed to work. When I took up a contact invitation, I 
wrote a lot of interesting guff, and was invited to bring my coffee 
pot along to meet a landed flying saucer and get advice on what it 
still needed. I kept the rendezvous, but was not met there, and in 
consequence began to lose faith in the genuineness of my 
communications. 

However, there is one memory that cannot be erased, for it 
vividly brings back to me the conviction that Philip and I were 
tapping some source of real information. We were in a train together, 
and passed the time by holding a communication session on the details 
of the coffee pot. Philip, in describing some of the interior heating 
mechanism, mentioned that there was a coil there, but as he was 
getting rather tired, suggested that I should take over the reception. 

I then did so, relaxing and making my mind a blank. There I saw a 
figure of eight, and knew that at the cross�ver of the two sides there 
was a gap, so that they did not touch: i.e., the figure of eight was 
not a flat shape in two dimensions, but one twisted into three 
dimensions. However. to my mind, trained as I was in radio 
communications, this did not constitute a coil, so I said to Philip 
that I was not getting anything relevant. When he took over he said, 

·· Ah yes, there's a lemniscate. One loop a bit bigger than the other. 
Length of small loop three linus, length of large loop five linus. 
Gap between two wires at the crossover, one linus". Evidently I had 
seen it too. The linus was a unit of two centimetres, which he 
supposed to be the space people's measurement. He also had terms for 
their unit of weight and unit of time, but I can only recall the 
latter: 45 hours is a "mervin". 

(From "T for Tomorrow", by Tony Wedd). 

+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+ 
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TWO LETTERS FROM PHILIP RODGERS 

Dear Jimmy, 

Since the sensational picture of flying saucers taken by 
14-year-old Alex Birch in 1962 which has received world-wide 
publicity, your readers may be interested in other sightings in that 
area which have come to my notice. Alex Birch, his family and friends 
have made several sightings since, one in November, 1962 at night and 
another in March, 1963. The former sighting was of a strange object 
in a field near to the Birches' house. It was cigar-shaped and about 
twenty-five feet long. Alex, his brother and mother saw this object 
and immediately afterwards Alex rushed to the phone to tell me of his 
experience. I took a tape recording of this spontaneous interview. 

In March, 1963 my sister received an excited telephone call from 
Alex Birch senior, the fath�r of the now famous boy. Apparently the 
y�ungste� had seen a saucer at about 50 yards range, having a good 
v�ew of 1ts underside, whic� shone with a blue light. Having his 
camera h�dy w� th a colour film in it he took a photograph. This was 
a great d�sappo1ntment because the picture showed practically a blank, 
a fact wh1ch may have been due to radiation from the craft. 

Early this year there have been many sightings from people in 
M�s�orough, including one during a football match, so much so that the 
c1t1z�ns of that Derbyshire mining village take flying saucers 
p�act�cally as a matter of course. One of the most significant 
s1ght1ngs, however, occurred two years before Mosborough hit the 
saucer headlines. This was by two boys, one Geoffrey Green, aged 
about eleven years at the time. I was lucky enough to meet Geoff in 
the village recently, and heard his story at first hand. He and his 
pal were playin� on the waste ground near where the famous photograph 
was t�ken one n1ght when they noticed a fiery, circular object 
float1ng to earth and diminishing in size. As it landed, Geoff's 
friend

. 
touched it, but withdrew his hand quickly saying, "Keep away 

f:o� 1 t, it'� hot!.. Then, before their eyes, the jelly-1 ike object 
d1s1ntegrated 1nto ashes and finally disappeared, leaving not a trace. 

Nobody in Mosborough, least of all Geoff Green himself, 
understood the significance of this experience, for the reader will no 
doubt be acquainted with Desmond Leslie's accound in "Flying Saucers 
Have Landed" of a man claiming to have touched a jelly-like object 
which disintegrated before his eyes. He may also recall George 
Adamski's account in "Inside the Space Ships" of an explanation by the 
space people of how they harmlessly disintegrate remote-controlled 
discs when they get out of control and land on Earth. 

Published in "Saucer Forum", April 1963). 

Dear J irnmy, 

I am afraid I was not given any detailed information about leys 
by my space contacts, so could not write an article which would be of 
interest to your readers. Actually the subject came up during a 
conversation in a pub! All I was told was that, thousands of years 
ago, when the leys were first laid down, there were a number of 
settlements on them, among which were a number of space people who had 
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settled on earth. It is true that the space craft did follow the 
leys, not because of any magnetic power they emitted, but simply 
because the space ship crews hoped to contact their own people as they 
travelled along them. I know you will be disappointed to hear this, 
but this is all I was told. As for the falling leaf movement, so 
often observed with space craft, this is due to a different cause (I 
had suggested it was done when a UFO changed from one ley to another) 
though I am not permitted to disclose this at present. 

You may be interested to know that I am at present working on a 
book called "The Saucerer's Apprentice", which describes my numerous 
experiences in connection with flying saucers. Among other things, 
there is a full description of my most important recordings, a few of 
which are definitely from space craft. Tte latter part of the book, 
which is called "Contact", will describe my meetings with these people 
and include many of the conversations I have had with them. For 
security reasons, however, I am able to disclose only a small 
proportion of the information I have obtained. However, I think the 
book will be of greatest interest to ufologists, as it confirms much 
of the evidence given by Adamski and others, though it will correct 
many of the misconceptions which have arisen during the years since 
Kenneth Arnold's first sighting. It wi11 also prick the huge bubble 
of nonsense about astral entities, holes .in the earth, saucers coming 
from another dimension, etc. I can assure you that space craft are 
physical and that the people are as human and as solid as we are! 

Although I have not yet been taken for a ride in a space craft, 
1 ike Adamski, I have shared the joys and sorrows of these people and 
have been on far more intimate terms with them than Adamski ever was. 
For this reason I know them in a very different light. Nevertheless, 
they are amazing people and what I know confirms the general ideas 
prevalent among ufologists. 

(Published in an early issue of "The Ley Hunter". 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

TOI'IARDS THE FUTURE 
A wider context for allotechnology 

by Philip Heselton 

Part 4 

The devices are made of materials from the landscape. It seems 
likely that they may only work, or work more easily, at certain places 
of power in the landscape. It may well be no coincidence that Tony 
Wedd's work on free energy machines tc0� place within 100 yards of 
what is probably a very significant power 'point (see "Skyways and 
Landmarks Revisited"). The development of the whole field of Earth 
Mysteries since the early 1960s has put this context clearly before us 
and we now have a wealth of ideas, principles and practical background 
which can be put to use. Sensitivity to the natural energies is 
important, and I have elsewhere expounded on what I call "the spectrum 
of response" (see ''Earth Mysteries - an Exploratory Introduction" by 
Brian Larkman and Philip Heselton), by which I mean the extent to 
which we merely experience the energies or the degree to which we 

interfere with the landscape. Allotechnology does imply some 
interference, and therefore should only be used with awareness of the 
implication, in other words, to know what effect any action will have 
on other parts of the sruoe system: our role as part of Gaia, the 
planet Earth. 

This might well be an appropriate place to see how allotechnology 
fits in to the rest of our life. We have already made the point that 
it does not fit very easily with the principles of the dominant 
technology of our time, in its recognition of the importance of 
aesthetic design, personal vibration and motive, for example. 

It is with what has becom� known as "alternative technology" that 
links might more easily be forged. Indeed, I would say that the 
technology of the future will be composed largely of the two branches 
of what we now call alternatiye technology and allotechnology. -

The basis of alternative technology is that of alternative energy 
sources: solar, wind and water power, together with wood-burning. The 
integral factor is that these are all renewable, as opposed to the use 
of fossil fuels. Indeed, we can set out certain characteristics: 

1) They are renewable within a period which enables them to be 
sustained. 

2) They can be operated on a human scale - they do not need large, 
complicated plant. They can be designed and built by the individual. 

3) As a consequence of this they can be decentralised. 
for example, can have its own solar panels or windmill. 
difficult for any central power to control them. 

Every house, 
It would be 

4) They are by their nature non-exploitative and have a minimal effect 
on their environment. 

5) As a consequence of all of the above, they can help to build peace 
and co-operation rather than conflict. 

It can be seen immediately that this is far more in tune with the 
principles underlying allotechnology than is orthodox technology. The 
integration of the two technologies of the future has really ·yet to 
begin, but it seems to me that this is a-likely development at some 
stage. 

Tony Wedd suspected that the space people are not giving us the 
complete picture for any of the free energy devices and that we need 
to make an input ourselves. He used to say that when you point a 
finger at a flying saucer you point three at the Earth - these cover 
published writings in our libraries, research into fringe sciences, 
and the landscape. Particularly with work on free energy devices, we 
need to use all these paths if we are to build the new 
art/science/philosophy of allotechnology. 

The highly trained technologists of today do not necessarily have 
a head start over us, as the principles involved are very different. 
Indeed, those of us who have not been trained in those fields may have 
an advantage in that we do not have the preconceptions which can be so 
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limiting by blocking off the possible ways forward. 

Technology has been seen as a male-oriented field and �kill. 
Whilst this may be true of technology as presently organised, with its 
aims and orientations, this would not be so for the technology of the 
future - the combination of alternative technology and allotechnology. 

We are just beginning to see our way forwarc but it will be worth 
while. I hope that these few notes may be a small step towards that 
process of integration. 

Philip Heselton 
lOth April 1988 

******************************************************** 

N 0 T E S A N D N E W S 

Sightings in Philip Rodgers countrY 

A person I met at the Chesterfield moot reports that there have 
been many sightings in the Sheffield/Cheste rfield area recently, and 
he has seen a number himself. These have been of different shapes, 
and on one occasion last October ( 1987) he :;aw three ''beings" in a 
field near his home. 

Official fake? 

A picture of Saturn and its moons allegedly taken from a space 
probe shows dark lines between light areas 6f moons and planets, when 
surely these should blend in? Is NASA takin� us for a ride? 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

PUBLICAT IONS AVA ILABLE FROM J IMMY GODDARD 

SKY��AYS AND LANDMARKS REV IS ITED. A re-examination of Tony Wedd' s work 
in leys and flying saucers. £ 1. 18 
CAMPUS L INES. Results of a nine year project investigating leys 
around six university campuses. £ 1. 18 
COSMIC FR IENDS. An account of communication with extraterrestrials 
over the course of many years, and information derived from it. 68p. 
TOUCHSTONE. Newsletter of the Surrey Earth Mysteries Group. 
Quarterly, £2 for four issues. 
AMSKAYA. Newsletter of the STAR Fel]owship, concerned with 
extraterre�trial communication. Quarterly, £2 for four issues. 

ALL THESE PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE. 

AMSKAYA is the journal of the STAR Fellowship. It is published 
quarterly. Annual subscription to the STAR Fellowship is £2 and 
includes a subscription to Amskaya. Cheques payable to J. Goddard, 25, 
Albert Road, Addlestone, Weybridge, Surrey, KT 15. 2PX. 

IF YOUR SUBSCR IPT ION IS DUE AN X W�LL FOLLOW THIS SENTENCE: 
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